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OPERATIONS IN 1891-92,

The most important event of the summer of 1891 was a
durbar held at Fort White, at which all the Kanhow Chiefs took
the oath of allegiance to the British Government, and swore to
abstain from raiding in Burma. The captive Kanhow Chiefs and
all Kanhow prisoners were then released, and they amply repaid the
Government for this clemency by staunchly abstaining from the
rebellion raised eighteen months later by the Nwengals and Siyins.

The rest of the summer past without serious incident.

With a view to the further pacification of the Chin Hills, the
following operations were decided on for the open season of
1891-92. In the south a column, to be called the Baungshe Column,
strength 250 men and two guns, was to operate in the vicinity of
Shurkwa; a second of the same strength was to inflict punishment
on the Tlantlangs; while a third was to co-operate with a force from
Fort White in the country of the Tashons, Nwengals, and Yahows.
The column from Fort White for this purpose was to consist of 300
men and two guns, and a similar force was to operate from that
place against the Kanhows. A' temporary post was to be made at
Shurkwa as a centre for the operations in the south, and a perma-
nent post was to be established at Falam to dominate the Tashons.
The political officers were instructed to make plain to the chiefs that
they were to be held responsible for the payment of tribute and for
the maintenance of peace, and that so long as they obeyed orders
their authority would be upheld.

It had been realized that, until a post was built at Falam and the
Tashons thoroughly brought into subordination to the Government,
it was hopeless to expect the minor tribes to respect our authority.
The construction of this post was therefore, politically, the most
important work of the season. The various tours arranged were
intended to comprise a thorough exploration of the whole of the
hills, in addition to bringing the various tribes under control.

At this time many villages had held entirely aloof and had not
submitted, while the bad characters of the northern tribes within
our sphere of influence imagined that they could always avoid us by
retiring to the borders of the Lushai tract, to which remote
regions they believed we were unable to penetrate.